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Rallroad Wages and Raliroad Rates.

Almost half of every dollar of trans-
portation revenue recelved by the
rallronds s now pald out to their em-
ployees, How much more of railroad
revenue inc_ilrontl,v goes 1o reward
labor in the purchase of materials
used by the carriers is n matter of
conjecture, but it Is a reasonable
gness that fully two-thirds of the

for the attninment of a higher elvili-
zation upon enrth.

It ig true that no grent enuse has
ever been without howling fanaties,
But the lenders of any uplifting move-
ment ghould see to it that the tactless
enthusinsts nmong their followers
should permit silence to come, now
und agaln, “like a poultice to heal
the blows of sound.” The fiasco In
which the Ford peace pilgrimage has
ended 1s an illustration of the -k'-i
sirability of poise and common sense
upon the part of essentinlly worthy
people who are so dazzled by the
shining aims they essay that they
cnnnot see the trees for the woods,

At no time in the nation's history |
has there been less excuse for a liter- |
acy test for Immigrants than there 1s
to-dny. The labor supply is already |
nlarmingly depleted. The prospect |
of serlous shortage Is recognized In
all parts of the country. The future|
course of immigration is not known
to any man. And yet the effort lni
exclude honest, competent and Indus- |
trious men because of the hardship of |
their youth is revived In the House of |
Representatives,

The argument that {lliterate allens |
make less worthy eitizens than those !
who ean read and srite, that they |
¢ling more tenaclously to layulty to!
the lands of their origin, eannot be |
brought forward. Experience has
sbown that the abllity to read and|
write does not assure adherence to|
Ameriea, comprehension of her ldeals F
or devotion to her interests, One stock |
defence of this false theory has been |

rendered obsolete by the incldents of

—

cities like T.emberg and Przemysl
treated the Inhablitants with a con-

sideration rare In warfare, but of
course there wns method In this, In
Iemberg and Przemysl there is a

very Iarge Polish population and in
the  Tlungarian  towns there are
many Rumanians,  Cracow, the oh-

Jective in western Galicin, 18 more |

than two-thirds Polish. ‘There is no
doubt that the Russinns after the
disastrous reverse at Tannenberg in
East Prussin abandoned thelr plan
of foreing a way to Berlin through
Thorn, They hnd to put their faith
in the nrmy of Galicin commanded by
the scientific soldier Ruzsky, and it
did not seem to be misplaced when
the year 1915 opened.

i'e seale of the new Russian offen-
sive has not been disclosed, 1f the

eft wing of the vast Russinn army

stretehed out from the Dyvina to the
northern tip of Rumania = attacking
fn stroang force the presumption s
that the plan of eampnign does not
d1Mer greatly from that of the autumo
of 1014. ‘The operntions have al-
ready causzed, according to report, &
transfer of Austro-Germans from the
Balkan front. A substantinl success
in Bukowinan would be followed no
doubt by an gdvance upon Lemberg
np the raflway from Czernowitz, The

| eapital of Bukowinn, by the way, i<

not more than seventy miles from the
Delatyn pass into Hungary,

Again, If the signs do not fuil, Ga-
licla 18 to be the scene of great con-

flicts and the Hungarian plain is m}

be threatened. There has been an
impression that the Russluns easily
overcame the Austrians In the first
campaign, but the truth is that the

cumbent on them to avold the con-
tamination of the rapid transit lines,
lest their judicial temperaments be
exposed to Insidious contamination.
Moreover, do not taxicabs constitute a
publie service, and is It not the duty
!af the enlightened Investigator to
{learn all that he ean about them?

Tt has been urged by some that the
| money of the taxpnyers should not be
spent on theatre tickets for fortunute
committeemen and their friends, Rut
Nenator THoMprsoN has n ready reply
ifor this. In a way, theatres come
{under the philosophic classification of
‘nubll«' serviee institutions: and no-
ledy dwelling north of Yonkers I8 un-

to the deficlencies and obliquities of
which the residents of the town are
blind offend good taste and good
morals, Could n visitor to the ety
Jofficially designated to redeem 1t from
| its evil ways do better than inspect
{the histrlonie produections and give to
his benighted fellows the benefit of
his discerning criticism? How great
would be the value of the Thomp-
|sonian approval! How crushing the
impact of the Thompeonian condemna-
tion! That reform of the theatre for

follow immedintely the disclosure of
Ningara's mature judgment,

True. Mr. TnoumprsoN has not wet
revealed his Intentions with respect of
his committee’s experiments in taxl-
cnbs and it€ visits to places of theatrl-
cal amusement, Bul his hand has not
vet been disclosed.  His enemies, pow-
i"”'“‘ though he admits they are, must
fnot rejolee too soon. The Hon, Grorce
| I, Tiosmrsos Is a person of great pa-
tienee and infinite resource

faware that certain dramatic offerings |

'
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ymiliar with such apparatus; and poigm

THE E BOAT DISASTER.

Responsibllity for the Explosion Pat
Squarely on Washington.

To Tue Eprror or Tue SBux-—8ir: Over
A year ago a man of exceptional in-
ventive abllity, who happens to oc-
cupy a high executive position in one
of the chief publie utllities of this
town, devised a complete solution of
the long vexed problem of rendering
harmless the gases emanating from
storage batteries, His apparatus has
heen in use here ever since and on a
large meale in two prominent plants,
and the air in the confined quarters
in which the batteries are Installed has
become as breathable and as safe as
the air in the atreet,

Being advised last spring of the
need for overcoming the dangers of
battery fumes In submarines and desir-
ing to find out by actual examination
the conditions of available space, &c.,
in these boats official permission
from the commandant of the RBrook-
Ivn navy vard was sought lo visit
the vessels there present. As Thomas
A. Edison a short time before had
been invited to do the same thing, and
to the accompaniment of much news-
paper trumpeting had in fact done so,
the request seemed not unreasonable,
Although the purpose and object were
carefully explained, a refusal was re-
celved, and the officlal explanation was

: Ithat a stringent order had been fs-
which all enlightened men long would! ;4 hy the Navy Department pro-

hibiting any one from looking at the
insides of rubmarines. As most peo-
ple know little about the internal ar-
rangements of a submarine, it is diM-
cult to imagine a more effective nvay
in which possible competition with
the “Edison” battery could have been
choked off

That this battery would evolve hy-
drogen under certaln conditions was
perfectly well known to electricinna fa-

antly =0 to the commander of the F-2,
who has testified that as far back
as la=t Reptember he reported the dan-

INO LAW OF NATIONS NOW.

Broken Down hy War, a Congress of
Powers Must Reconstruet It

To tine Epiton oF THe Sun—-8ir; No
other conclurion can come to a practical
and dntelligent or legal mwited than that
the whole system of international law,
popularly eadled the Inw of nations, has
absolutely broken down, becausa It is
unsafe for the Kuropean belligerents (o
obeerrva I, A treaty was torn up o
onable the German armies strategically
to cross Belgium. The duty and recip-
rocal right of visit and search of
merchantman, founded on the principle
of “look before you shool,” was chloro-
formed for at least meven months by the
German CGovernment in its submarine
war on enamy commerce, Yot eomplaint
is now made that the British Govern-
ment, having control of the seas, be-
caure it possesses o powerful and effi-
clent navy, by Orders in Council and
prospectively by a provlaimed blockade
applies and puts into effect tha doctrine
of “contlnuous voyage,” That this In
legal under the laws of nations waa
enunciated ffty years ago against Fne-
lish shipping, by the Supreme Court of
the United States, in a prize case in
which Seeretary Seward was sustalioed
in his conduct of the foreign relations
of the United States.

Ones New York morning paper edi-
torially mald on January 20 in reference
to the blockade malr ned by the Unlon
Government of the Southern ports gove
erned by the Confederacy “It was a
case of a Government exercising pollce
authority over its own porte” This quo-
tation and the article are nothing bet-
ter than special pleading. ‘T'he war be-
tween Uhe States was a public war from
the first battle of Hull Nun
Haward early recognized it as

hecause it was such he del up
Messrs, Mason and Sidell, tak y the
Captain of the &an Jacinto from the
British, ghip Trent. The belligerency of
the Confederate States was recogrized
by BEngland and France, and the fact

thaut West Virginia is to-day a State of
the Unlon and as such has its two Sena-
tors seated Congress wis expressly
based as 10 ils constitutional raht on
the war power of Congress under the
Const/tution of the United States. These
are only two of many nstances a
course of policy hy the Unilon Govern-
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THAT THIRD CUP

A Grip Enfeebled Rooseveltian Hap-
pily Restored.

To Tig Eoiton or THE SBUN--S
thank you for “The Damnedest Tol
Theodors Starrett in  answer to that
Ammi Wright stuff in Tie St which
came across my vision when 1 waa con-
fined at home with the grip, and could
only writhe with the rot of it all

The 1oglc that seeks to charge Roose-
velt, who was #econd in the race, with
the inflictlon upon us of him who now
oceupies the Presidential chalr advanced
over the signature of Ammi Wright well
nigh added convuisions to my other
troubles.  But after reading Starrett I
was able to go out to-day.

Colonel Roosevelt's remarks about not
running again were after his election,
not a promise wherewith to win an elec-
tion, and accepted by the country as a
promise not to perpetuate himself din
offica through or by the use of Presi-
dentinl patronage. And with that high
sense of honor that is characteristically
Nooseveltian he lived up to that prom=
fse and remove@ himself from all con-
nection with Presidential patronage, and
did not again seek Presidentinl honors
until eought and persuaded by those who
had determined upon La Follette as the
gtandard bearer of the Prozreseives, but
found him unavallable and Roosevelt
the only man to fill the breach.

Ha 1 say Ammi Wright'= talk about a
violated pledge, coming upon me in such
a weoakened condition, reduced me to a
pass that left me only sufficient strength
weakly to mutter, “Oh, judgment, thou
art fled to brutish beasts and men have
lost their reason!”

T belleve Amml
heen a permanent
Starrett had not so quickly
with his  "Thia talk about a
pledge 18 rot, the damnedest
ever wiaa uttered when it s
ugainst Theodore RNoosevelt In connec-
tlon with his lagt candidacy for
Presidency of the United States” 8o 1
thank you again for printing and Theo-
o
est

would have
to me if Mr.

Wright
injury

violated
rot that
uttered

Rot” for Ammi Wright
THOMAS I, OWILLIAM,

WILKESBARRE, January 22,

One l'rn:wulwieﬂ\\'nn'i- Have the Colo.
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Starrett for writing “The Damned- |

HUGHES AND WILSO§

| Good Times Remove Foryep
| 11 Feeling Toward the
President.

INERVOUS  OVER  MEA(
|

Ths ia the fifth of a saciie

by n SuN staff corresponds ‘
| political outlook in Western o ’
ern States. The fival  avticl
that Indiana favors Wilson
banks, while the sccond State, 1
comes under the sane
Tennessce inclines to Wilson a0
ton, with Alabama for Wilsan |
picious of Bryan.
1 NEw  Onpreass, Jan, W
Wilson is gaining ground in f.ou
One year ago, even #ix monthe ago o
wias a great deal of animosity tow
him here. In some quarters he wy
tensely hated. In the fall of 1574
| Democrata of the sugar howl
| felt so bitter toward him and 1o«
| on sugar that they elected a Vroon
sive to Congress, Ao Democrat, by 4 o
mendous majority. For the fira siw
iIn a quarter of R century Lowsiar
solid Democratic Congressional doleg
tion was broken.

But Louisiana
disposed to the President
! ite delegation to the Demwoorat!s na

clas

to-day is 1 & Lind
He will)
|t|u'lml convention, annd of cour

| State's vote if he is nominated

! Loulsiaua I8 going 1o
| ident's national defence
people are willing to pay for
tary appropriation and are ox
anxiour for a LIg navy Al
they will demand that e ' W
put that navy to use in defendog
lana's cotton from seizure by Kokl
fany other nation

; spublican. Loulsiana’s prosperitye (s ted up w
I'ﬂgl;ﬂﬂd dollar goes to lubor, the last year, and cunnot be used | Russinn losses  were enpormous. A - . o | rer 10 the bureau of steam engineer- | ment, whether during the war or dur - ||r|m;‘l| :: “‘ ;l-l"ll":‘rl'l-‘i'\ o | it " BETGH. &3 WEl X8 e AEn
Ly iy yoOuc i 0 & truction P - . . ) r Ep Wt O ne * S 2 " o o
ere are on the railrond payrolls again to influence the judgment of this second Galician offensive would ob- | ‘-l..n \n'uhs-rf :.mfr :’12 ] i ;:r“a;ﬁ ing of the Navy Department, and|t!he reconstru 1‘.' th |:‘ pre -“M.“q.- s Lt o history apparently that {ment of cotton on the se
now ahont 1,200,000 men, Five vears ) ‘ " vlously 1 s costly, f r the | WHITMAN'S excursion 10 the PACHiC|.gpeq fop the provision of some means | Ciher, view than LAt the K rwar | 1 nle Coll her than ldeals, | Iesue, and were it not that the State
& h : generation, viously be more costly, for now the | . .. 1ast summer, a trip for which | : o el the United States was a public war a people follows men rather ”‘” et tan deeply bound by Jtraditie I
r - p . 3 ' { . = : « svealing the presence of the - i T ¢ to kew t T t another way, ey follow ’ iy
g0 the avernge wage of these em Representative Sasatn of Illinols German General Staff Is directing | the taxpavers put up Jhe money, wvrn:“l e |'| :l -T‘- "" il e okor It this country wishes to keep at)or o 1"_'“ :."‘ .".‘. !' e n”: ||1"|'l‘ wnd thus | MocHiey  there might be a poshite
ployees was about $620 a year. At i the armi f the Te ic nllles, | shipped to this efty hy freight, [t CH8 And taste/vss gas peace and twt become embrolled In the | S0eas PIOROUITEG B Rt that the electoral vote would g
Bt R 1s sbe i b has suceeeded in eliminating the ex-| he Armies o 1 eutonic allles.| shipped to thh i y | The letter geema to have landed In | war that to-day ravages the Cont | follow the man rather than the ideals. G0 Hatts
v N Te S : unk ‘ f
p - s about § 0. so rapldly emptions in favor of Mexicans, Cu- They have been in full possession of T S PRONTIEG. LR VR Jdm“:s bl a new variety of the slough of how | of Europe and extends eventa the T many who eall themselves | |
nnd extensively have wages heen : S Galicia f * 1 every expensive, but nobix <upposed 1t was | t. reserved since ime- | Itiv let Its Government and (ts g Mves fnllow Roosevelt as standing Want Action o Mexieo,
B : bans and Canadians which were part | Galicia for almost a year, and every | o %o 00 "ae this ndicate, 4“‘“ 1o do i, TeNeFVEd BIMCE WiGMe IWIS) ol e Wik condiiot of ita: diplomatic| for. theie dedls ; -
reed l:!pwnﬂl by arbitration proe- of the original draft of the measure. | strategic point must be strongly In- memor.ial for annoying sugresi.ons _.;,r'._‘:___‘ to the Administration at Wash-|  They never seem to consider [deals can Fhe State \\:".-u.hl like Lo : :
esses with compulsions of a quasi x trenched 1 fortified Ouly  witl | from overzealous young officers. Be- | ' o1 aided as it is by the Foreign Af=| and do live tons than men are Uole wbout Mexico too e foelg
¥ As it now stands in the committee it ne and ortitied, LN tth House of Representatives committes 10 | yiiae might it not be rather a reflec- | o] (P o e M ; U P et {f V'rogress.ves who r Texax against the President \
governmental character put on the 4 creat numbers. n powerful artillery | call many in Marshall Inquiry.—Newss| - e, S fairs Committess of the two houses o ousands of ¥ . wlicy has spread to Lowisiina
. o . ; b 3 tery . ’ 3 enor of 1 OEO Y ; )"t = o (V] 2 ’
raflronds to meet wa 1 1 provides one rule for all, and thus| = I 1 SAi many {f Seranet) | q b tion on the “Edison” battery If the | comeress s Sk of Texus lis | Rooseveit ns long as he is & Progre '\\:»..x. R o STt atand §
g ge demands. the objectionable nature of the pro- | #nd unlimited ammunition could the | PAPr = . “ l;llﬁr-nrtmvm should too publicly require | caid as sane a thing as has been =ald | sve oAtk a b L ?" o Toose- | L L1 tie pleneed .
AR TN CVRY SN S W SUROTY: Of posal is made more obvious, The un- Nussians hope to break through, O “.l”"”m ”\N will be able to And|y; 15 be accompanied with same con- | 11 many months: that f,"" £ -'|-' . ’.m‘.'.-| ‘-". ‘”"..,'f'-w : ",.u“:"p".'_'\. Loulsiana is full of fire
the railroads they are faced with a hecussary, Barsh and (il fodeed A LIVER CMBORNE {trivance to protect people Lving with :7 tes l-"-'\'\‘. .ll war, let it \ ." Lrl\. [ e i fiem le WAY. And for that very reawon, f '
UK 'Y, "~ g - | S ———————— % - . i i hett there W o L i irty rvatism i A
progpect of a countrywide claim for| . . ol '511 . ' ';‘ il . o it trom being blown up? Wae it not | [oF #& 50 A gt b L) ¢ har e t Vheets | other, Willlam J. Bryan atd |
fmereased pay to labor. All over the vision is made all inclusive.  Mr. | Censoring the *“Movles, | The story of the third marr.age --.’l indiscreet for a mere Licutenant, even |y oo 0 0 be decided London. Paris | of policies  are not  populur re.
. . L3 ] " . » ‘ v ' " 1 | ¥ - ; 5 taogevelt n tihe ther N ne
neineer: Ame " . Savarn wisely has forced it to o form | )00 busy gunrdians of publie|General Viita while his other wives if he thought it possible that that | .4 petrograd, and the wnt 18 = U ealize thera I8 nothing n :.‘ vel ‘ on ‘.‘“-n I: ! '
and engineers, firemen, conductors ' liked, The Frog v
: S in which no exceptions offer shelter i) hose tda £ Rvst wid jog. | Av€ living is refected by the second of | fate might he his, to axk for apparatus | oyor ot o tak ¥ the Pows | common between a Progressive and a W ) . ! g
nnd trainmen are voting on a propo- morals whose ldea of Hrst ald I« leg-t .~ AoTe b ) He st wehinty would at lsast reveal the condis | ern. auch as sat (1w . in 1814 | Renublicar ' . i8 Just one | this State without a dun .
ia - them ns no more true than the report  which would at lea reveal t condl , AU I i J . ' "
o Bts more timid opponents, Inti tio T ing for Fed I | ) 7 P vy adcgirin t 1s hoth de- |date for Governor, J M. Ptk eof
&ition to submit increased wage de. T1 » 'residents have ol the tlaLhe bttt Sl it S BT R TET capture by the Carranzistas |tion of the hattery, and swhich would | ar 1 1816 e Iaw e Bilis e I‘: A S e '.u ,I. Hdent of winning, and sonie of 1
munde to the carriers next spring. | 1res resident= have vetowd the eral t'l‘ll'-"'l"-hllll'fllu‘“m-l\h-- " Their Her confidence in the General is very | show instantlv whether r not the #nd define .‘..\ . ..u:\‘”-;. | Eire lr-'- \'\' . k .- -:Hm;”‘ ..‘._ STAtH s the. BAMA PERULY o g ;
“lliteraey 1 . ' B 3 R tinge 1 tions wWas 1 URUS Il B ture W AN erican, hi i i L it # 1t y pla
The vote is o formallty, ns evervbody | literacy test. None has had oppor- gemands are embodied In the Hughes- | fine, but there s no doubt it would celis were reversed and generating hy. |0 the Cerman urmies ed the] \ no doubt exceed his politicsl (10 the immense majority that M .
" » " 8 g fa T o . . e P al oy | ore Fog| papnecinl he ' W ihe - 3 TR rercome hefore
knows what will be the outcome. The lllll_il.\ to veto it wwice. That oppor- | Smith bill before the Committee of | De easier for the General to marry  drogen mas, H.'-'l--l-h when the pro-| pnoeiin frontier. and it hase sinee been | fa and as a leader he = ane of the Wil ¥ |r"~' '--":'.\1: F00 I:-:. }l l T : 1
: [ tunity may be Mr. WiisonN's, if the | pguention of the House another wife than for the enemy .,,!m‘.,..r, of the scheme didn't approve | ., il : sttt ad'| Rten tiget BoE AHE WALER ao: far ik it of the Gubernatorial chie o\
SN JSROETE Wil Be Ruthorimed. 10/ Sixty-fourth Congress proves ns weak | - l."" | surprise and catch him {of It? 8o there the matter stood until f to a hellige f f ex-|duced in the United States. The man SRuBGLguesibp S s ko
put the seress on the rablroad man-|  ° . I i 'l Under present conditions the nnni men wera killed and mangled, and  ped ence rather t 1se [t was| who regr him the most w livine | ever, the feeling t a.|I'IH]"'«""-lT--. ”
. R (R 3 o 1 - . . X 1 ¥ 1 1 nr ' 4 . Congress could elec another
sgements hacked by the threat of & [ nln-. its predecessor; and if it comes to| producers are restrained and their | A ametiuk: BEvAL SXRHL 19 HhE | then this neglect seeks palliation in the | binding on them, KINS wo ‘."’ proe L ,.,..,..Ap,] ‘: ‘..l... “r ) :”\_'- '”\. ) J."; oty it s
. | i e 5 ateur aviy I T " ¢ 2 | ) RET N ! Py 2 il Sineerest  respe to h memors, RV WO 5 H
general strike. | n_m. there should be no doubt that he | patrons’ morals guarded by public | and wiho has discovered that the Gep- | Miserable excise that somehody in !ha-‘ ELIZARETH - ) AL Frodaevalt i & THEEAOHE By VIV hik o to n 1ow tariff on au
Then there will e u wind 1un|vu'ul‘! WEL INeowt it Fsentiment. o censorship established | mans have a 17 inch naval gun t '“"\\1; ”'- v.“..' -,‘ 3 :*Imt.”."“;: rl;q‘;'PLAN OF A CITIZEN ARMY. '’ " FORekaIvE, i i ln'l ”; ' -.-'.“':“\l .p 't .nr\ 1 o :
“re " . h wen detect and could not Aing . 2 : Prosident B e e ha B and e lable to flare up At ANy tLime over
clamor for arbliration.  Washingion by three Stntes and n National Board | will shoot across the Channhel any in the marke! | ian: T iy 11‘ ther thing, f TVt Hivene two polnts
| g " waan | B8 ! : N I . 1 ’ i1 par = nother ne. r | ot 3
will intervene in some way, :al‘ln:l‘.‘l-" In the Japanese Ocean. {of Censorship,  Agninst one or more | that *if \: \';-n H..: :1.;.:;-&.;;» hi.lll’. ‘l L1f anvihing more wers needed o | Muke the Hexular Foree a School l'nrl he is a xond rogressive he cannot be l.ike all the rest of the o
. ; Larmed wit nchers ha cm ‘e | 5 i ; - A Heat ¢ | stutes, 1.01 i y Bear
thon tribunals will be constituted. and. | The seamen's law, which Waep. | ¢f the State boards, in Kansas, Ohio 1‘,’:3"”‘.‘ Invincible To this a hets | fosien the responaibility for thia dis- Fraining Yelunteers, [ ] SAPDISAT: _ AL b W e Reputl s i s 22
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will et o substantin! part of the in.| MNese  stenms ! T _omade  aceusations  of  politieal  ins nance retorts that the German Ad- .lT S0 SRR why, '1 _"“.’ e W b | vas nig i he people thirk he ereated the Progres- lcatrbidate.  Republicans have we
| JTapanese  stenmship line the trans elusive “hydrogen detectors® around | A or > e T seanigation in sood shape. Thers
. » for i 1 ” " e nf swrest or of nir-| miral's id certal have : « oth 1Al he ruined | f 3 - T
erense for which it nsks, | povifie freight business of the South. fluence, of self-interest or of unfair-{ miral's  =his el UL L W the market p it did not cail upon | « mreat ] [ T foeh maithacty r venre and | much talk of Hughes, and by sh
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